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The SPAN Parent Advocacy Network is committed to engaging parents and professionals as partners in 
improving outcomes for infants, toddlers, children, and youth in New Jersey. 

We offer programs that address parent involvement, child care, general and special education, dropout and 
bullying prevention, child welfare, healthcare, mental health, youth leadership, transition to adult life, 
incarcerated youth, military family support, violence prevention, and more! 

SPAN offers training and professional development for educators and other individuals interested in the 
healthy development of children. Our Workshops & Trainings page provides easy access to a complete listing 
of offerings that before you could only get by attending a SPAN workshop. You can learn about special and 
general education, health advocacy, parent leadership, public policy and much more—whenever it is 
convenient for you. Contact us to customize a presentation for your group or organization’s needs. 

Get connected and stay informed. Go to spanadvocacy.org to subscribe to our newsletter and ensure great 
articles, resources, and information get delivered right to your inbox. 

SPAN empowers families, professionals, and communities interested in the health, well-being, and education 
of children. 

EMPOWERED FAMILIES: EDUCATED, ENGAGED, EFFECTIVE!  

https://spanadvocacy.org
https://spanadvocacy.org/workshops-trainings/
https://spanadvocacy.org/contact/
file:///G:/My%20Drive/__GD-SPAN%20DOCUMENTS/_SPAN/_Other%20Edited%20SPAN%20Stuff/Documents/spanadvocacy.org
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FAMILY LITERACY RESOURCES 

National Center For Family Literacy ~ www.famlit.org 
The NCFL inspires and engages families in the pursuit of education and learning together. 

Literacy Assistance Center ~ www.lacnyc.org  
The LAC is a nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting and promoting the expansion of 
quality literacy services in New York. 

Reading is Fundamental ~ www.RIF.org  
RIF is a children’s literacy nonprofit. They deliver free books and literacy resources to those 
children and families who need them most and inspire children to be lifelong readers. 

International Reading Association ~ www.reading.org 
The IRA promotes reading by continuously advancing the quality of literacy instruction and 
research worldwide. 

¡Colorín Colorado! ~ www.colorincolorado.org 
CC is bilingual site for families and educators of English Language Learners. 

International Children’s Digital Library ~ www.icdlbooks.org 
The ICDL is a library for the world’s children. 

READING GLOSSARY 
 Automaticity fast, effortless word recognition 

 Blending combining individual sounds into a word, or combining syllables to make words (for 
example: /b/i/g/ is big or /rab/bit/ is rabbit 

 Decode ability to make out a word by correctly recognizing the different letter sounds in the word 

 Fluency ability to read a text accurately and quickly, often with expression 

 Multi-Syllable (also called poly-syllabic) a word containing two or more syllables (for example 
computer, raining, supported) 

 Oral Language Difficulties poor vocabulary, listening comprehension, or grammatical abilities 

  for one’s age 

 Phonics an understanding of the relationship between written letters and spoken sounds 

 Phonemic Awareness ability to hear and manipulate sounds in spoken words (for example, 

  orally producing rhyming words, isolating letter sounds in spoken words and blending 
sounds) 

 Reading  ability to independently read and understand the meaning of  

 Comprehension  sentences, paragraphs or entire texts 

 Sight Words (also called high-frequency words) common words that a reader should recognize on 
sight, such as I, a, and, am, at, on, me 

 Syllable a unit of spoken language consisting of a single uninterrupted sound (for example: tree) 

 Visual Perceptual Abilities ability to recognize and visually distinguish between the letters in words 

http://www.famlit.org
http://www.lacnyc.org
http://www.reading.org
http://www.colorincolorado.org
http://www.icdlbooks.org
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START–Engaging Parents of Students with Disabilities (EPSD) 

35 Halsey Street, Newark, NJ  07102 

(973) 642-8100 

Fax: (973) 642-3766 

start@spanadvocacy.org 

spanadvocacy.org/programs/start 

Engaging Parents of Students with Disabilities is a partnership between the New Jersey Department 
of Education, Office of Special Education Programs (NJOSEP), and SPAN Parent Advocacy 
Network. The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the positions or policies of the 
Department of Education. No official endorsement by NJOSEP of any product, commodity, service, 
or enterprise mentioned in this booklet is intended or should be inferred. 

mailto:start@spanadvocacy.org
spanadvocacy.org/programs/start

